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district; but whereas in the prefect the former character
predominates; the mayor is chiefly occupied with local
matters. It is largely for this reason that; unlike the
prefect; he is not appointed by the President; but of
late years has been elected by and from the communal
council for the length of its own term.1 The mayor is;
however; by no means free from control. So far as he
acts as agent of the central government; he is abso-
lutely under the orders of the prefect. Nor is this all.
The subject of communal police, which includes the
public health and other matters of a kindred nature, is
considered a part of the local administration; but the
acts of the mayor in regard to it can be annulled by
the prefect, who has also power in many cases to issue
direct orders of his own. Moreover the police officials
require to be confirmed by the prefect,2 and can be
removed only by him.3 But even these extensive pow-
ers of control are not deemed enough, and it is provided
that the mayor can be suspended from office for a
month by the prefect, or for three months by the Min-
ister of the Interior, and can be removed altogether by
the President of the Republic.

The deliberative organ of the commune is the com-
munal council, which varies in size from ten to thirty-
six members, and is elected by universal suffrage for
four years. Its authority extends to all communal

1  The office is an honorary one, as the mayor receives no salary.

2  Or sub-prefect.

3  The mayor is not free from control in regard to other matters of
local interest, for his accounts must be submitted for approval to the pre-
fect, who can order the payment of any expense properly authorized if
the mayor neglects to make it.